
  
  

 
 

 
New York State Department of State 

Swimming Pool Rules and Regulations  
found in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code  

(The "Uniform Code") 

                          

The term “Swimming Pool” means any structure intended for swimming, recreational bathing or 
wading which contains or which is designed to contain water over 24 inches deep. This includes 
in-ground, above-ground and on-ground pools; indoor pools; hot tubs; spas; and fixed-in-place 
wading pools. 

A Detailed Summary of Swimming Pool Safety Requirements can be found in the DOS document 
titled Current Requirements for Swimming Pools contained in the Uniform Fire Prevention and 
Building Code (The "Uniform Code") (htm) (click here for PDF version) 
 
 
 

Please contact your local municipality for additional Code 
and Zoning Requirements. Local laws regarding fencing 
and other safety requirements for swimming  pools may  
be  more restrictive than requirements for swimming pools 
contained in the Uniform Code. 
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Pool Alarms 

 
 

Brief Summary of Alarm Requirements for Residential Swimming Pools: 

Every swimming pool that is installed, constructed or substantially modified after December 14, 2006 
must be equipped with an approved pool alarm which: 

is capable of detecting a child entering the water and giving an audible alarm when it detects a child 
entering the water; 

is audible poolside and at another location on the premises where the swimming pool is located; 

is not an alarm device which is located on person(s) or which is dependent on device(s) located on 
person(s) for its proper operation. 

A pool alarm must be capable of detecting entry into the water at any point on the surface of the 
swimming pool. If necessary to provide detection capability at every point on the surface of the 
swimming pool, more than one pool alarm must be installed. 

Pool alarms are not required in: 

a hot tub or spa equipped with a safety cover or 

any swimming pool (other than a hot tub or spa) equipped with an automatic power safety 
cover

 

 

Specific Swimming Pool Alarm Requirements can be found in 19NYCRR Part 
1228 or in the DOS document titled "Current Requirements for Swimming Pools 
contained in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (The "Uniform 
Code")" 
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Pool Barriers (Fences) 

Brief summary of Barrier Requirements for Outdoor Residential Swimming Pools: 

The barrier must completely surround the swimming pool and must obstruct access to the swimming pool.  

The barrier must be at least 4 feet (48 inches) high.  

In the case of an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground level or mounted on top of the pool structure; however, if 
the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the space between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the 
barrier cannot exceed 4 inches. 

A building wall can form part of the required barrier. However, where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier, at 
least one of the following requirements must be satisfied: 

the pool must be equipped with a powered safety cover 

all doors with direct access to the pool through that wall must be equipped with an alarm  

other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing body 

In the case of an above-ground pool, the pool structure itself can serve as a part of the required barrier, provided that the 
pool structure is sufficiently rigid to obstruct access to the pool. However, where an above-ground pool structure is used as 
a barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then: 

the ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the ladder or steps 
shall be surrounded by a barrier 

when the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-
inch-diameter sphere. 

Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to climb the 
barriers. 

Specific Barrier requirements can be found in the DOS document titled "Current 
Requirements for Swimming Pools contained in the Uniform Fire Prevention and 
Building Code (The "Uniform Code")" 

Barrier requirements for One-and Two-Family Dwelling Swimming Pools can be 
found in Appendix G, Residential Code of New York State 

Barrier requirements for Residential Swimming Pools can be found in Chapter 
31, Section 3109, Building Code of New York State 

Barriers requirements for Public Swimming Pools can be found in Chapter 31, 
Section 3109, Building Code of New Yor  State k
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Additional Pool Requirements 

Additional pool requirements such as anti-entrapment devices (suction fittings), safety glazing, 
backflow prevention, pool heaters and other requirements may be found in the Uniform Fire 
Prevention and Building Code and the Energy Conservation Construction Code of New York 
State or by contacting your local municipality or the Department of State Codes Division at (518)-
474-4073. 

Please contact your local municipality for additional Code 
and Zoning Requirements. Local laws regarding fencing 
and other safety requirements for swimming  pools may  
be  more restrictive than requirements for swimming pools 
contained in the Uniform Code. 

  
New York State Department of Health 

Additional Pool requirements can be found at the NYS Department of Health Website at  
http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/phforum/nycrr10.htm  (click on Table of Contents then 
NEXT till SUBPART 6-1 SWIMMING POOLS.) Subpart 6-1 does not apply to swimming pools, or 
other bathing facility, owned and/or maintained by an individual for the use of family and friends. 

  
  

  
Helpful Pool Safety Links 

 
  

 
NYS Department of Health 

Website 
http://www.health.state.ny.us  

 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)  

(Swimming Pool Safety Tips) 
www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PREREL/prhtml74/74056.html

 
CPSC Pool and Spa Safety Publications  

www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PUBS/chdrown.html

 
The American Red Cross  

www.redcross.org  

  

 
National Safe Kids Campaign  

www.safekids.org

 
Centers for Disease Control   

http://www.cdc.gov  

 
NSF International  
http://www.nsf.org  

 
Underwriters Laboratories  

http://www.ul.com  

 
National Spa and Pool In titutes   

http://www.nspi.org  
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