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Local Law No. ___ of 2023 

(A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE TOWN CODE TO CORRECT ZONING 
INCONSISTENCIES) 

Section 1. Legislative Intent 

While enforcing the Town Code, Town Staff discovered certain inconsistencies present in the 
Zoning Chapter. For example, there are certain uses which have existed for decades at a location, 
but per the Table of Permitted Uses, are not permitted to operate in that Zone. Upon learning of 
this, the Supervisor and Town Board scheduled a public hearing to amend the Town Code.  

Section 2.  Automobile Dealers and Service Stations 

Currently there is an inconsistency in which certain properties in commercial corridors zoned as 
HC (Highway Commercial) can be used as car dealerships while other neighboring properties 
zoned as CD (Designed Commercial) cannot be. The following uses shall now be permitted in the 
CD Zone, and the Table of Permitted Uses shall be updated accordingly:  

1. New and used car dealer 
2. Recreational vehicle, motor home, boat dealer 
3. Automotive dealer n.e.c. (SIC Sec. 5599) 

Section 3. Salons 

Currently, salons and other types of personal service establishments are not permitted in the RG 
Zone, despite operating at properties located in the RG (General Residential) Zone for decades. 
The following use shall now be permitted in the RG Zone, and the Table of Permitted Uses shall 
be updated accordingly: 
 

1. Other personal services (SIC Secs. 722-729) (except adult massage establishments) 
 
In addition, a footnote shall be added to the Table of Permitted uses noting that “‘Other personal 
services (SIC Secs. 722-729) (except adult massage establishments)’ shall only be permitted 
in the RG Zone on lots with frontage on a State Road”.  
 
Section 4. Setback Measurements After Property Conveyances Due to Encroachments 
 
There are certain situations when a property owner encroaches onto a neighboring property. At 
times, rather than bring an action for ejectment, the property owner being encroached upon decides 
to convey property to the encroaching neighbor. The following language shall be added to the 
Town Code to address these situations: 

If a property owner is able to provide evidence to the satisfaction of the Town Attorney’s 
Office that it conveyed property to an adjacent property owner who was encroaching upon 
its property rather than bring an action for ejectment, then the setbacks for the property 
conveying a portion of its land shall be calculated using the boundaries prior to the 
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conveyance. In no event shall the setbacks be less than one-third (1/3) of that required for 
the particular Zoning District.  

Section 5. Severability  

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof 
to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 
firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment 
or order shall be rendered. 

Section 6. Effective Date   

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

    BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
      OF THE TOWN OF CORTLANDT 
      LAROUE ROSE SHATZKIN, TOWN CLERK 
 
Adopted August 15, 2023 
At a Regular Meeting 
Held at Town Hall 
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Local Law No. ___ of 2023 

(A LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING RESTRICTIONS FOR THE SALE OF PRODUCTS 
CONTAINING NICOTINE AND TOBACCO) 

Section 1. Legislative Intent 

In recent years, there has been an increase in the consumption of nicotine through alternative 
means, such as electronic cigarettes. Electronic cigarettes have appealed to a younger 
demographic, which have associated risks for the individual using the product. To help protect the 
Town’s youth and other vulnerable populations, it is in the Town’s interest to ensure that 
regulations are in place to protect Town residents from the harmful effects of nicotine and tobacco 
products.  

Section 2.  Definitions 

NICOTINE DELIVERY PRODUCT 
Any article or product made wholly or in part of a tobacco substitute or otherwise containing 
nicotine that is expected or intended for human consumption, but not including a tobacco 
substitute prescribed by a licensed physician or a product that has been approved by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration for sale as a tobacco use cessation or harm 
reduction product or for other medical purposes and which is being marketed and sold solely 
for that approved purpose. Nicotine delivery products include, but are not limited to, e-
cigarettes, vapes, vaporizers, vape pens, lozenges or other candy, drinks, and inhalers. 

PERSON 
A person, firm, company, corporation, partnership, sole proprietor, limited partnership, 
limited liability company, or association. 

RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT 
Any retail service establishment whose primary purpose is to sell or offer for sale to 
consumers, but not for resale, any goods, wares, merchandise, articles, other things, or 
services.  

TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
One or more cigarettes or cigars, bidis, chewing tobacco, powdered tobacco, blunt papers or 
wrappers, cigarette rolling papers of any kind, or any other tobacco products. 

Section 3. Retail Sale of Tobacco Products and Nicotine Delivery Products 

A. No person shall sell tobacco products, liquid nicotine products or nicotine delivery products
in the Town of Cortlandt unless the sale of such products is controlled by an employee of the
establishment. A person may only sell tobacco products or nicotine delivery products in a direct,
face-to-face exchange between the retailer and the consumer. Self-service displays of tobacco
products or nicotine delivery products shall be prohibited.
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B. No person shall sell tobacco products, liquid nicotine products, or nicotine delivery 
products to any person under the age of 21 years. 

C. The sale of tobacco products, liquid nicotine products and nicotine delivery products shall 
only be made to an individual who demonstrates through a government-issued photographic 
identification containing the bearer's date of birth that no person purchasing the tobacco or nicotine 
containing products is younger than 21 years of age.  

Section 4. Enforcement 
 
The Westchester County Police, the New York State Police, and the Town of Cortlandt’s Division 
of Code Enforcement shall enforce the provisions of this chapter.  

Section 5. Penalties for Offenses 

A violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $350 for a 
first offense, $700 for the second offense, and $1,000 for each subsequence offense or by 
imprisonment not to exceed fifteen (15) days, or both such fine and imprisonment. 

Section 6. Severability  

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof 
to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, 
firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment 
or order shall be rendered. 

Section 7. Effective Date   

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

    BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 
      OF THE TOWN OF CORTLANDT 
      LAROUE ROSE SHATZKIN 

TOWN CLERK 
 
Adopted August 15, 2023 
At a Regular Meeting 
Held at Town Hall 
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