
Northern Westchester Joint Water Works and the 
NYCDEP Announces Start of $158 Million Project to 
Rehabilitate Catskill Aqueduct 
On October 24, 2018 the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) confirmed 
the start of a $158 million project to rehabilitate the Catskill Aqueduct, which has delivered drinking 
water from the Catskills to New York City for more than a century. The multi-year project includes a 
variety of work inside the Aqueduct and at connected facilities. These upgrades will happen on the 
northernmost segment of the 92-mile Aqueduct, specifically the portion that carries water from 
Ashokan Reservoir in Ulster County to Kensico Reservoir in Westchester County. 

DEP will rehabilitate this 74-mile stretch of the Aqueduct by cleaning the inside and repairing a 
number of leaks, replacing 36 valves at chambers connected to the aqueduct, and performing other 
structural and mechanical upgrades to ensure proper function of the structure for generations to 
come. 

To safely perform this work, DEP must shut down the Catskill Aqueduct annually for 10 weeks 
during the years 2018, 2019 and 2020. Each of the shutdowns will begin during autumn to coincide 
with the annual period of lowest demand on the water supply system. The first shutdown will begin 
October 29, 2018. 

The Catskill Aqueduct Repair and Rehabilitation Project (CAT R&R) has been developed in close 
coordination with communities in the Hudson Valley where the work will happen, along with 20 
towns, cities, villages and water districts north of the City that draw all or some of their drinking water 
from the Catskill Aqueduct. DEP has been in regular communication with these communities to 
verify that their backup water supplies are ready to serve local residents and businesses during this 
year’s shutdown. For its part, New York City will rely on drinking water from its Croton System and 
Delaware System while the Catskill Aqueduct is out of service. 

“The rehabilitation of the Catskill Aqueduct is one of the most important and complex water supply 
projects we have undertaken,” DEP Commissioner Vincent Sapienza said. “Engineers a century 
ago said the Catskill Aqueduct was built to last for ages, but we know their vision of longevity can 
only be achieved through periodic inspection and maintenance of our waterworks. The rehabilitation 
work that will happen over the next three years will go a long way toward securing the reliable flow of 
water to millions of New Yorkers well into the future.” 

This shutdown will impact members of the Northern Westchester Joint Water Works (NWJWW) 
which provides drinking water to the residents of the Town of Yorktown, Somers, Cortlandt Manor, 
Montrose Improvement District, and Village of Buchanan.  The NWJWW has been actively preparing 
for this shutdown through on ongoing capital projects aimed at ensuring a reliable redundant water 
supply is available.   



The shutdown of the Aqueduct will impact the NWJWW’s Catskill Water Treatment Facility for the 
duration of the shutdown.  During this time nearly all water provided to the residents will be from our 
Amawalk Water Treatment Facility.  Although adequate capacity will be available to meet our water 
demand, we will not have a back-up supply in the event of an emergency.  For this reason, the 
NWJWW along with our partnering members, request the public conserve water as much as 
possible.      

Additional public notices will be provided as required to ensure an adequate supply of drinking water 
is available to all residents of the impacted area.   For more information please visit NYCDEP’s 
website at http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/press_releases/18-100pr.shtml, or contact Matthew 
Geho, NWJWW Operations Director, at matthewgeho@nwjww.com or 914-737-3558 ext #111. 
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