Right to Know/FOIL

Information contained herein is compiled and made available for informational purposes
only. While every effort has been made to provide correct and timely information neither the
Town nor its employees or agents assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
scope or timeliness of its content. The Town reserves the right to alter or remove any material or
information posted or contained on this website without notice. The DRAFT Resolutions and
documentation herein are for the convenience of the Board and should not be construed as an
indication as to how the Board will vote. The Resolutions are only proposed and do not become
final until approved by a majority of the Board.



Sustainable Matenals Management, Inc.
2 Bayview Road

Town of Cortlandt, New York 10567

(914) 592-4129

January 24, 2018

Ms. Loretta Taylor, Chair -

Town of Cortlandt Plannjng Board
Town Hall, 1 Heady Street
Cortlandt Manor, NY- 10567

Re:  Project Narratzve
Site Development Plan 'Application
" Sustainable Materals Management, Inc.
2 Bayview Road
Cortlandt, New York’
Tax Map Designation: 22.19-1-1

Dear Chir Taylor and members of the Planning Board:

Sustamable Matetials Management, Inc. (“SMM”) ‘has proposed to operate a Soutce-Separated
Organic €omposting facility at.2 Bayview Rd, in the Town of Cortlandt Marior. This facility would
be the fitst approved composimg facility in Westchester County and the closest compaqsting facility
like this is in Kingston, NY. . '

"What we' are proposmg is operating a composting facmty that mixes Tree Debris waste (shrubs, .
branches, . trunks, and other. woody vegetation) that is generated and collected by the Town of-
Cottlandt and other like entities, with food sctaps collected by CRP Sanitation, or dropped off by
residents at l;he Residential Drop-off Area at our facility, CRP will target specific establishments that
genetate food scraps (restaurants, dinéts, large institutions, schools, zeto waste events & local farmer’s
markets) for patticipation in this program. The food sctaps collected by CRP will be separated st the
soutce, and subjected to two mspect'ons by trained staff at our facility, ptiot to becom1ng a component'
of the compostmg process. :

This process, used to tum the raw matetials into mature compost, is known as “Aerated Static Pile
Composung’ This process combines food scraps with bulking agent (processed Ttee Debtis). The
suix is prepared in a C:N ratio of approximately 2.5 to 1 for carbon(ttees, brush, leaves) to nitrogen



(food) and placed on petforated pipes connected to an air blowet. Air is blown into the pile at specific
time intervals to keep the pile in an aerobic state; which allows micto- -otganisms ‘to break down the
raw matcﬁals into finished stable compost.

How hnpogtaﬁt is Compost?

Otganic materials make up approximaiely 30% of the waste stream in the United States by volume,
Trees, logs, brush, grass, and leaves constitute half of the organic materials generated in this country.
For over 30 yeats, recycling programs across the countty have been established to separate out the
trees, brush, grass and leaves from the waste stream. Food Scraps make up ‘the other 15% by volume,
but accounts for 75% of the weight. Each person in the United States discards 1.3 pounds of food
EVERY DAY, which amounts to 475 lbs. pet petson, per year. Most municipalities pay by the weight
for disposal of their trash, Eliminating the heaviest part of the waste stream can be a real cost-savings
for municipalities. ‘With this ptoject, SMM is looking to create an avenue for privite and pubhc-
interests a.hke to save.on dispossl costs and i increase recycling rates in 2 safe and sustainable manner.

What is Compost?

Corripost is a hummus-like crgamc matter resource that has the u.mquc ability to improve the chemical,

" physical and b1olog1ca1 charactetistics of soils. ‘The benefits of - using-compost as a soil amendment
are. vast! Compost.improves soil structure, porosity and density, creating a better plant root
environment. It increases water infiltration and permeability in heavy soils as well as improving water
holding capacity, reducmg wateg loss and makmg nutrients mote plant available. Compost supplies
s1gmﬁcant quantmes of organic matter and a variety of macto and micro nutrients as well'as beneficial
nucroorgamsms It buffers soil pH and improves cation exchange capacity of soils and growing media,
improving théir ability to hold nuttients for plant use. Lastly it binds contaminants within the otganic
matter and helps to supptess disease. Compost is ideal for top dressing of lawns and athletic fields
that are prone to soil compaction from heavy use. In vegetable gardening and plant establishment
compost reduces fertilizer needs and increases yields. ‘All these benefifs can be denved from products
that were previously thrown away in the trash, truly.a sustainable program.

.‘I'he NYS Department of Envitonmental Conservation Legulates Matefial Recovery Facilities,
mcludmg Compostmg Thete facilities may be classified: Exempt, Registered or Pegmitted. The
-facility we ptoposeisa Regxstered Facility. Registered facilities may accept up to 5,000 cubic yards of
food scraps pet yeat dependmg on the Registration granted for five yeats. We do not envision at the
moment évet exceeding the Registered Facility level. NYSDEC Registered facilities ate highly
regulated ‘Along with the lithits on amount of ‘matetial, the DEC Patt 360 Rules and Regulations
include specific petfotmance ¢ criteria through which the compost meets PFRP (process to further
teduce pathogens) requirements, limits the amount of titme matenals can be stored, as well as tesﬁng
of finished the product.



When fully operational, we envision 2 program that includes local school patticipation. We cutrenty
setvice the Edgemont School District and haul their food sctaps to the Kingston Facility. . ‘That
program is ruri 100% by the students. Other school districts, including thie Scarsdale School District
and Hastings School District have sitnilar programs, All of these programs were started-at the
.-Elementaty School Level and have expanded upwar;d so people of all a,ges'are able to participate. We
- also ate open to including secondary school age young aduilts to acuvely participate in the composting
- process for inclusion in any STEM Educational programs in conjunction with the Syracuse University
Environmental Finance Center. The ﬁnal piece out vision is the community parumpatlon aspect. We
will market a program to the local commumty where residents pay 2 yearly fee to acquire a “Season
Pass.” - Residents who participate will be givven toals to sepatate out their kitchen food scraps. They
will be allowed to drop off unlimited amounts. of food scraps ot other compostable miaterials at a
desigriated” “Drop-Off Location” on our propetty. In. retirn, they will be entitled to a t6' pre-
(determified amount of finished comipost to use at their residenice, fot gardens, lawns, planting beds,
flower pots, etc. The amount of compost given back to patticipants will far exceed the’'market rate
compost when weighed against the participation fee. We have found that there are a lot of people.
who are. interested in composting, but don’t have the time, space or knowledgc to achievé it. This
program allows residents to partlmpate in and beneﬁt from compostmg w1thout the need to “get

diy”.
- We feel this fachtty has the potential to be a great example of Pubhc/ Private entities wotking together,

to share resqurces to make 4 difference in providing sustainable environmental solutions it  fast-
changing Wo;:ld If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (914) 592-4129.

Thank you,

Anthony Carbone
General Manager
CRP Saritation, Inc.,
~ Sustainable Materials Management, Inc.
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